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and academic challenges 


uring the past several 
D months considerable 

attention has been paid 
to higher education in Canada. 
Not only was support for higher 
education the most striking feature 
of the federal budget, but just after 
the federal budget was released, 
the Québec Ministry of Education 
issued a major consultative 
document to develop new 
government policy towards 
Québec’s universities. 


The current focus on higher 
education and university-based 
research is long overdue because, 
in fact, our universities are 
confronted by an unprecedented 
challenge. At a time when societal 
expectations of universities are 
rising, when the number of persons 
seeking both traditional and 
continuing university studies is also 
climbing, and when the opportunity 
for contribution to advances in a 
variety of fields is without 
precedent, Québec universities are 
in danger of falling behind in their 
ability to meet the challenge. 


As in the rest of Canada, 
Québec’s universities have become 
overwhelmingly dependent upon 
government support. When both 
the federal and the Québec 
governments determined to 
eliminate their deficits by reducing 
commitment to social programs, 
including higher education, the 
universities were confronted by the 


need to reduce expenditures and to 
seek other sources of income. 


Annual grants to universities by 
the Ministry of Education of Québec 
are being reduced by 25 percent, 
while revenue from student tuition 
fees remains frozen at the lowest 
level in Canada. As a result, 
Québec universities have had to 
take several actions. The number 
of professors and support staff has 
been significantly reduced, 
resulting in fewer faculty and staff 
to support the same number of 
students. Class sizes have been 
increased. Some universities have 
added substantial sums to their 
accumulated debt. At Concordia, 
many of our physical facilities are 
inadequate. It is remarkable that 
despite all this, the quality of 
education and research remains 
high, thanks largely to the 
dedication of our faculty and staff 
and the quality and determination 
of students. However, the warning 
signs are clear. 


The major problem is the 
reduced core funding of 
universities. A number of things 
are required. Federal and 
provincial governments, especially 
Ottawa and Québec, must find ways 
of overcoming jurisdictional 
disputes so as to ensure that the 
public funds available for higher 
education are spent where they 
are most needed. This will require 
arriving at a satisfactory balance 


between direct support for 
students, and support for the 
institutions that educate them. 

In addition, universities must plan 
responsibly and find new sources 
of revenue through such things as 
cooperative agreements with 
industry, development of creative 
new programs and capital 
campaigns to complement the 
provincial operating grants. 


At Concordia, work is well 
underway to ensure the 
maintenance and development of 
quality academic programs that 
both meet the needs of our current 
and future students while providing 
exciting opportunities for 
continuing research. Similarly, 
extensive planning regarding the 
renewal and revitalization of our 
physical infrastructure is occurring. 


The response to the Campaign 
for a New Millennium has been 


encouraging and invigourating. 

To date, more than $41 million in 
pledges have been received. Not 
only will this provide us with the 
funds required to strengthen our 
institution, it demonstrates the 
confidence that the local, provincial 
and national communities place in 
Concordia University as an essential 
and important institution of higher 
learning. 


Concordia University has a bright 
and exciting future. However, like 
other universities, we need help. 
While the Capital Campaign is going 
a long way to move us forward, the 
ongoing support of the members 
of our donors’ circle helps us 
maintain a vibrant, quality 
institution that remains true to its 
academic and social mission. GA 
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ne of Canada’s highest 
O22 honours has been 
awarded to two distinguished 
Concordia faculty members. 
Lauded for their contributions 
to psychology and religious studies, 
Roy Wise and Michel Despland 
were named to the Royal Society 
of Canada. 

Every year, the Royal Society 
elects a number of Fellows drawn 
from across the country and 
around the world for their lifetime 
contributions to their fields. Last 
spring, Religion Professor Michel 
Despland and Psychology Professor 
Roy A. Wise were granted the right 


Roy Wise = 


to add the initials ER.S.C. to their 
names. They were formally 
inducted at a ceremony in Ottawa 
in November. 

Despland’s scholarship ranges 
the spectrum of Western Christian 


thought. He has written on 

thinkers as varied as Plato, Kant 
and Derrida, and is currently 
working in the field of 19th-century 
religious studies in France. 

Born in Switzerland, Despland 
earned his doctorate from Harvard 
University, and first lectured at Sir 
George Williams University, one of 
Concordia’s parent institutions, in 
1965. He was named a Killam 
Fellow in 1990. 

Wise was mentioned as recently 
as this spring in a feature article in 
Time magazine for his pioneering 
research into the neurobiology of 
addiction. 

In 1975, he and another 
Concordia Psychology professor, 


Builds on work of former Centre for the Study of Classroom Processes 


Centre for the Study of Learning and Performance launched 


by Eugenia Xenos 


ow can we enhance the 
Hes and performance 

of complex skills in learners 
of all ages? 

This is the research problem the 
new Centre for the Study of Learning 
and Performance will concentrate 
on, by conducting research in two 
areas: studies on motivation; and 
studies on cognitive (such as 
memory, perception and pattern 
recognition) and metacognitive 
(attention management and 
decision making) processes. 

The Centre's members will 
research these areas using laboratory 
and field studies in a variety of 
domains, including mathematics, 
second language acquisition, and 
musical performance. A major 
focus for some of them will be 
on the wise use of technology for 
learning. 

Officially launched in November, 
the Centre grew out of the Centre 
for the Study of Classroom 


Processes (CSCP), which was 
based in the Education Department. 

The five principal investigators, 
Professors Philip Abrami, Bette 
Chambers, Patsy Lightbown, 
Norman Segalowitz and Richard 
Schmid, won a Concordia Major 
Interdisciplinary Research Initiative 
worth $45,000 over two years to 
help develop the new Centre's 
infrastructure. All five investigators 
have outside funding as well. They 
will be joined by 11 co-investigators 
and a number of graduate students. 

Abrami and Chambers, both 
from Education, created the CSCP 
almost 10 years ago, focusing on 
learning in the classroom. “The 
new mandate will enable us to 
broaden our scope,” Chambers 
said. “We're not just talking about 
classroom processes anymore. 
We're looking at learning, distance 
education, and musical performance 
outside of the classroom.” 

She said the addition of Patsy 
Lightbown from TESL (Teaching 
English as a Second Language) and 
Norman Segalowitz from Psychology, 


Robert Yokel, announced that they 
had established a link between the 
brain’s dopamine levels and 
addiction behaviour. Scholars 
continue to pursue the implica- 
tions of this research, here at the 
Centre for Studies in Behavioural 
Neurobiology (CSBN), which is 
based in Concordia’s Psychology 
Department, and around the 
world. 

Wise and Despland join four 
other Concordia scholars in the 
Royal Society: sociologist Hubert 
Guindon (1978), biologist Rose 
Sheinin (1981), computer scien- 
tist Ching Y. Suen (1995) and one 
of Wise’s colleagues in the CSBN, 
Jane Stewart (1996). 


The Centre for the Study of Learning and Performance launch, featuring Dr. Philip Winne from 
Simon Fraser University (third from right). Pictured with Winne (I to r) are Richard Schmid 
(Education), Philip Abrami (Education), Patsy Lightbown (TESL), Norman Segalowitz (Psychology), 
and Bette Chambers (Education). 


known for his work on the Leonardo 
Project, which looks at questions 
of improving high-level music 
performance,"will give us added 
perspective. Other fields use 
different methodologies, and 
we can share some of these.” 
Schmid, who is the Chair of the 
Education Department, works on 
concept mapping (the spatial 


representation of concepts), and 
will be looking at distance learning. 
Abrami hopes that in two years, 
the Centre will grow into an exter- 
nally-funded research centre, with 
researchers from other universities 
joining in the search for why some 
people want to learn, and how they 
do it. “This is just the start of a new 


phase.” GB 


The Att Tlie ter 2 


PELOQUIN & CHRISTIAN FLEURY 


PHOTO: M.-C 


EURY 


STIAN FL 


QUIN & CHRI 


C PELOC 


PHOTO: M. 


Faculty of Commerce and Administration 


Concordia’s entry in the MBA Case Competition came second overall 


Intrepid MBAs and volunteer judges carry on through storm 


by Sylvain-Jacques Desjardins 


espite the virtual paralysis of 
P= by a ferocious ice 
storm, Concordia University’s 
17th International MBA Case 
Competition went on as planned, and 
the Concordia team came in second. 
The event, held at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hotel from January 6 to 10, 
drew more than 180 participants 
from 30 universities across North 
America and beyond. 
Fortunately, the hotel never lost 
power, so the competition kept going 


ves 


* 


\: 


while Montreal's power supply crum- 
bled under the crush of freezing 
rain. Rébecca Khoury, who helped 
organize the MBA competition with 
Debra Israel and Max Thompson, said 
they never considered postponing 
the event because of the storm. 
“There was no way we could do 
that,” Khoury said, gasping at the 
very thought. “The competition just 
took way too long to plan.” The trio 
took nearly a year planning the event, 
rounding up volunteers and about 
$100,000 in sponsorships, including 


Concordia’s own entry in the MBA Case Competition came second overall. Left to right are 
Kenneth Brooks, Myles G. MacPherson, coach Robert Gervais, Roula Zaarour, Shaun Hegarty and 


Alexander Goetz. 


$9,000 in cash prizes to be shared 
between first-, second- and third- 
place winners. 

But for some of the competitors, 
making it to Montreal through the 
storm of the century proved to be 
the most daunting challenge. One 
team, from the University of 
Massachusetts, crashed and de- 
stroyed their car on icy roads south 
of the Quebec border. Although no 
one was injured in the collision, the 
team arrived in Montreal after 
renting another car and with only 
an hour to spare before preparing 
for their match. 

The vicious weather also delayed 
another team from Boston’s North- 
eastern University when their flight 
was cancelled. Not to be deterred, 
the team opted to take another flight 
to Vermont and drive the rest of the 
distance to Montreal in a rented car. 
In all, it took the group 24 hours to 
make it to the city for a trip that 
usually takes six hours by car. 

However, both teams regained 
their composure in time for their 
matches. Like every team, they had 
three hours to read an unpublished 
case on a public or private company 
(uncovered and obtained by the 


organizers), dissect it and find the 
most cost-efficient ways to make the 
company grow. 

On the final day of the competition, 
for example, Concordia, with a 
particularly strong team this year, 
was up against New Zealand’s 
University of Otago. Both teams had 
25 minutes to present a five-year 
business plan for the same Irish 
crystalware company. Each four- 
member team took turns arguing 
why their plan was the better option, 
followed by a 15-minute question- 
and-answer period, before a panel 
of three volunteer judges. 

The judges, about 150 business 
executives, were recruited from 
large companies located in Chicago, 
Toronto and Montreal. Concordia 
Commerce alumnus Hani Farag, 
vice-president of human resources 
at Bombardier/Canadair's aircraft 
divisions, said he decided to volunteer 
as a judge at the competition “out 
of interest in the event itself.” 

Participating in the competition 
was also important to Farag’s 
employers. They not only gave him 
time off to be a judge but sponsored a 
cocktail party, as he said, “because of 
our sincere search for young talent.” 


Awards of Distinction celebrates 10th anniversary 


Pierre Sévigny 


nee again, the huge 
Oxi of the Queen 

Elizabeth Hotel was filled 
to capacity for the Awards of 
Distinction. About 200 business 
people enjoyed lunch and rousing 
speeches about Concordia, as they 
have every year for a decade. 

This year’s keynote speaker was 
Col. Pierre Sévigny, whose idea it 
was, back in 1987, to celebrate 
business leaders for their achieve- 
ments and contribution to the 
community. 

Sévigny, a war hero and former 
cabinet minister who continues to 


teach courses in the Faculty of 
Commerce and Administration past 
his 80th birthday, is an unapologetic 
Concordia booster. Few members of 
the faculty can talk so sincerely, as 
he did, of “our beloved university.” 

The Awards of Distinction event, 
Sévigny said, inspires students to 
“stand tall and proud,” and aspire 
to the same level of success as the 
distinguished honorees. “And it 
brings us together in a spirit of 
friendliness and joy,” he added. 
“Concordia is special.” 

Awards were presented to 
pharmaceutical executive Renée 
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Dupuis Angers, accounting execu- 
tive and longtime Loyola and 
Concordia volunteer Alain 
Benedetti, shoe retailer Aldo 
Bensadoun, Noranda vice-president 
and member of the Faculty’s advi- 
sory board David Goldman and 
banker Roger Kwong-Ming Yuen. 
Yuen got the biggest laugh 
when he suggested, deadpan, 
that Hong Kong will pull out of 
the current currency crisis ahead 
of other Asian money markets 
because it has such a lot of 
Concordia graduates. (A 


CAE sponsors team to design and build energy-efficient car 


by Stephanie Whittaker 
he "car," as it is called, is a 
T curious affair: part go-cart, 
part state-of-the-art engineered 
pieces. But the most fascinating 
thing about it is that it represents 
a symbiotic collaboration between 
industry and academe. 

For the past two years, CAE 
Electronics Ltd. has informally 
sponsored a group of Mechanical 
Engineering students at Concordia 
while they designed and built a 
car to enter in a super-mileage 
competition in Michigan. This year, 
the company is doing it officially. 

CAE will offer its expertise, 
facilities, materials and financial 
support. Fifteen students are 
working on the project, on sub- 
teams that design different parts 
of the vehicle. 


Concordia team's staff advisor, 
Wesley Fitch, said it would cost the 
University about $15,000 to duplicate 
what CAE is offering. 

The super mileage competition, 
hosted by the Michigan-based Eaton 
Truck Corp., which manufactures 
brakes and transmission products for 
trucks, challenges teams of students 
to build fuel-efficient cars. The event 
is held under the auspices of the 
Society of Automotive Engineers. 

"We compete against other uni- 
versity teams across North America 
to establish who can extract the 
most mileage from a given amount 
of fuel," Fitch said. Each team is 
given a specific quantity of iso- 
octane, an alcohol-based substance, 
to run its vehicle around a track. 

In May of last year, some 24 teams 
competed in the super mileage 
competition and Concordia placed 


a respectable seventh, up from 
twelfth place the previous year. 
"The American colleges that 
enter are well-funded, but they 
don't always finish as well as the 
Canadian universities that have less 
money," said Lawrence Oberfeld, a 
third-year Engineering student who 
is coordinating the project. "This 
year, for instance, California Tech 
flew its team in and shipped its car 
in a crate. A couple of the American 
teams were sponsored by NASA." 

In contrast, the Concordia team 
borrowed a parent's mini-van and 
a trailer to ship five students and 
the car. 

Aside from the obvious benefits 
of learning to design a fuel-efficient 
vehicle, the students acquire a skill 
that will serve them well in their 
future workplaces: the ability to 
work in teams. "This project is like 


Dean Nabil Esmail heads research node of Network of Centres of Excellence 


Machine will coat low-grade pa to prolong its usefulness 


by Sylvain Comeau 


announced renewed funding for 

seven out of 10 Canadian 
Networks of Centres of Excellence 
(NCE). One of the networks enjoy- 
ing renewed support, the 
Mechanical Wood-Pulps Network, 
has a strong research presence at 
Concordia. 

Dean of Engineering and 
Computer Science Nabil Esmail will 
head a research node for the net- 
work for at least the next four 
years. The Concordia research 
node’s mission during that period 
will be to design a machine to coat 
paper with a new yellowing 
inhibitor polymer. The chemical 
was designed to give lower-grade 
paper, such as that used in 
newsprint and advertising circu- 
lars, a longer shelf life. 

Esmail will collaborate at 
Concordia with Mechanical 


[: October, the government 


B, 


a oa 
Dean of Enginnering and Computer Science Nabil Esmail with Ping Du, a chemical engineering 


student at McGill 


Engineering Professor Georgios 
Vatistas, and with graduate stu- 
dents. The team will develop an 
early concept which Esmail likens 
to high-speed paintbrushes. 

“We will design coating heads to 
cover paper with this yellowing 
inhibitor,” Esmail explained. “They 
will work like a paintbrush or a 
paint spray, except that they will be 
stationary, while the paper is mov- 
ing at the speed of 120 km an 
hour.” 


Esmail said that a successful 
design could breathe new econom- 
ic life into pulp-and-paper mills, 
some of which might be threatened 
with closure because of the 
advances of new technology. 

Esmail’s design will be aimed at 
averting that scenario, by also pro- 
viding a relatively inexpensive way 
of incorporating it within the struc- 
ture of existing papermaking behe- 
moths. 

“From the social point of view, 
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a real-life project at CAE," said 
Pascale Lambert, public relations 
officer for CAE. "The students are 
dealing with deadlines, team work, 
clients, costs and delays. We see 
this as a training ground for new 
graduates that will come into our 


company.” 


we want to help mill operators 
advance without disturbing the 
economy of the towns where the 
mills are located. The question is, 
how can we modify the mills to 
provide them with surface treat- 
ment technology to make the mill 
competitive in today’s market?” 

That challenge is particularly 
vital in Quebec, where pulp and 
paper remains the lifeblood of 
numerous small towns. 

The network is centred in 
PAPRICAN (the Pulp and Paper 
Research Institute of Canada), 
which is based in Pointe Claire, 
Quebec. Esmail will closely collab- 
orate with PAPRICAN, McGill’s 
Department of Chemical 
Engineering and the McGill Pulp 
and Paper Centre. 

The funding decisions were 
based on the recommendations 
of the independent Network 
Centres of Excellence Selection 
Committee. FA 
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More good news for Cinema 


New MA program in Film 
Studies takes off 


by Diana Tegenkamp 

here has been a lot of good 
;E news in the Cinema 

Department lately. Alongside 
the recent $1-million donation that 
will create the Mel Hoppenheim 
School of Cinema, and a change of 
address to a newer, bigger high-tech 
space in the Faubourg Tower, the 
approval of a Master of Arts in Film 
Studies is yet another sign that cin- 
ema at Concordia is alive and well. 

Film studies programs used to 
encounter academic skepticism, 
but over the years, that has changed, 
according to Professor Catherine 
Russell. “Film studies is an estab- 
lished scholarly discipline,” she 
said. “Our students examine film 
‘language and how a film text makes 
meaning, in a process comparable 
to how English students examine 
literature. We also use discourse 
from art history, political science, 
psychology and philosophy.” 

While most of the Hoppenheim 
donation will go towards much- 
needed equipment for Film 
Production, a portion will go 
towards extending the already 
substantial film archives. The Film 
Studies program is stressing its 
commitment to preserving film 
and to studying it under optimum 
screening and projection conditions. 
It’s crucial, Russell said, that impor- 


tant and rare films are available to 
students for close analysis. 

Besides giving film scholars a 
full two years to hold up to critical 
inspection the celluloid stuff they 
love so fiercely, the new MA in 
Film Studies will give students the 
opportunity to continue their stud- 
ies in Canada rather than having 
to leave the country. Concordia 
and Carleton University (whose 
program, coincidentally, also 
begins next fall) are the only 
Canadian universities offering 
an MA in Film Studies. 

While the MA will fully prepare 
students for doctoral-level film 
studies work, it is also meant to be 
a “terminal” degree that is valuable 
in its own right. “Our graduates 
will be well prepared to work in 
film distribution, programming, film 
festivals and archiving,” Russell 
said. It will also be excellent 
preparation for teaching film and 
media at the CEGEP and high 
school levels. 

The faculty cover a range of 
specializations, which will be a 
boon to the students, Cinema 
Professor Tom Waugh said. “And 
Montreal’s a perfect place to do 
film studies research because of 
the various film institutions here.” 

The MA in Film Studies program 
will accept 10 students a year, and 
20 students in total. Gf 


lrish Famine inspires 
installation artist 


by Debbie Hum 
O’Brien has often explored the 
relationship between people 
and landscape. 

Her most recent installations, 
commemorating the 150th anniver- 
sary of the Irish Famine, continue 
to explore this terrain. The Fine 
Arts professor, who joined 
Concordia in 1990, is in the 
middle of a two-year sabbatical. 
Her great-grandparents were part 
of the Irish exodus. 


I: her 25 years as an artist, Kat 


Kat O’Brien 


“The commemoration of the 
famine brought up issues that 
people were happy to leave in the 
past,” O’Brien recalled. “It was 
never mentioned in my family, nor 
in my friends’ families. I think it 


’ Was a Common experience among 


immigrants to Canada or the United 
States — when they had had such 
a wretched time, they just wanted 
to get on with it.” 

During the famine, one million 
people died of starvation or disease; 
another two million left Ireland in 
the following years. 

O’Brien’s sculpture, In the Wake 
of Grosse Ile, floats in the Carbery 
Water Gardens in Dublin and is the 
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first of her commemorative 
series. She calls it “a monument 
to a monument,” referring to the 
island quarantine station in the St. 
Lawrence, which from 1832 to 
1937 was the main point of entry 
to Canada. 

The island’s worst year was 
1847, when the Great Famine 
reached its peak: thousands of 
people died at sea and records 
show that 5,424 were buried at 
Grosse Ile, most of them Irish. 
Many estimates of the deaths are 
much higher. 

The sculpture is constructed of 
5,000 wooden tongue depressors, 
cork, wooden palettes, stone and 
moss. It is reminiscent of the 
oldest building on the island, a 
hospital built in 1847. White crosses 
surround the structure to mark the 
graves of those buried there; others 
float in the water around the island 
for those who died en route. 

O’Brien was struck by how sym- 
bolic wooden tongue depressors 
could be when she read a survivor's 
account of medical screening. “The 
tongue depressor had such a pow- 
erful and negative connotation. It 
determined if you were allowed to 
leave or if you were quarantined.” 

O'Brien's second project is a series 
of seven shrines commissioned last 
year by Sculpture in Woodland, a 
project to establish a wood culture 
in Ireland by the year 2000. Forests 
once covered much of Ireland, but 
most trees were cut down after the 
1700s for lumber or farmland. 

On a recent trip to Ireland, O'Brien 
also looked at keening, an old Irish 
funeral custom whereby professional 
mourners were hired to sing laments. 
“Trish people are looking into 
these old practices again. Keening 
was considered part of the old 
culture that some people wanted 
to disconnect from, but it’s no 
longer something to avoid talking 
about.” 
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Edward Kissi found our aid to Ethiopia may not have reached recipients 


African scholar joins Yale genocide centre 


by Phil Moscovitch 


ccording to recent History a 
A doctoral grad Edward Kissi, 

food was used as a weapon 
of war in Ethiopia for over 15 years 
— but the mass starvation that 
resulted was not an attempt at 
genocide. 

Kissi, who had an outstanding 
academic career at Concordia, now 
takes up a two-year post-doctoral 
fellowship in the United States’ first 
comparative genocide studies pro- 
gram at Yale’s prestigious Center 
for International and Area Studies. 

While Kissi looked at famine in 
Ethiopia from 1950 to 1994, his 
major contribution comes in his 
reassessment of food during the 
tumultuous period following the 
deposition of Emperor Haile 
Selasie in 1974. 

As the country fell into chaos, 
with 10 different factions fighting 
for control, food became a key 
weapon. Speaking from St. Thomas 
University in Fredericton, where he 
spent the fall on a dissertation-writ- 
ing fellowship, Kissi said, “Famine 
and starvation became instruments 
of war." 


UFE delight 


He argues that while “the civil 
war, the famine and the starvation 
were deliberate policy on the part 
of the Ethiopian government,” the 
facts show clearly that the govern- 
ment was not engaging in genocide. 
Its aim was to win the war and starve 
many of its opponents, as well as kill 
others through malicious resettle- 
ment policies. But, he says, the 
government was nonetheless guilty 
of crimes against humanity. 

In 1984, images of starving 
Ethiopians tugged at the heartstrings 
of Canadians, who dug deep into 
their pockets to provide funds for 
famine relief. But Kissi suggests that 
the effort may have been misguided, 
since much of the food aid never 
reached its intended recipients. 

During research in Ethiopia in 
1995, Kissi spoke to hundreds of 
peasants, many of whom had sur- 
vived the famine. “You ask if they 
ever got any of the wheat that came 
from Canada, and they say they 
never knew there was such a thing.” 

At Yale, Kissi will be comparing 
the use of starvation in Ethiopia 
with the genocide that followed the 
rise to power of Pol Pot’s Khmer 


Congratulations to these four recent Concordia graduates of the 
Graduate Diploma in Accountancy, who placed among the top 10 
in Quebec writing the gruelling Uniform Final Exam set by the 
Canadian Institute of Chartered Accountants. 

They are, left to right, Sonalee Parekh, of Price Waterhouse, 
who placed eighth; Jonathan Roiter, of Samson Bélair Deloitte 
& Touche, and Lawrence Wilk, of Richter Usher & Vineberg, who 
tied for fifth place; and Julie Moyen, also working at Samson 
Bélair, who came seventh. 

In fact, Concordia’s pass rate for its 98 first-time writers was 
70.4 per cent, once again considerably higher than the Quebec 
average of 53 per cent and the national average of 64.5 per cent. 

Congratulations to the director of the program, Professor 
Gail Fayerman, her team, and the Faculty of Commerce and 
Administration. 
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Kissi (right) with his mentor, Frank Chalk. 


Rouge in Cambodia in 1976. 

The 10th of 11 children from 
a peasant family in Ghana, Kissi, 
36, began his doctoral work at 
Concordia in 1991. He originally 
came to Canada after completing 
a BA at the University of Ghana 
on a fellowship to study history 
at Wilfrid Laurier University. 

While he was at Concordia, Kissi 
received a Concordia Fellowship and 
a $20,000 Rockefeller Foundation 
grant. He was also featured in one 


of the University’s advertising cam- 
paigns promoting graduate studies. 
Kissi has always maintained that 
he wants to return to Ghana after 
completing his studies. “I am still 
committed to returning home to 
play my part in the making of Ghana 
and the making of Africa. When I 
accomplish my task at Yale, I will go 
back to the University of Ghana and 
help to train young minds there,” he 
said. “I miss home so much.” A 
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Real Education for the Real World 


jaffar Ait-Ali-Yahia is 
[D»: winner of the 1997 

Governor General’s Gold 
Medal, which is given annually at 
Fall Convocation to the University’s 
outstanding graduate student. 

Ait-Ali, an expert in computa- 
tional fluid dynamics (CFD), came 
to Concordia five years ago to do 
his doctorate in the Mechanical 
Engineering Department under the 
acknowledged master, Professor 
Wagdi (Fred) Habashi. 

CED allows the computer simu- 
lation of complex aerodynamic 
phenomena, and Ait-Ali describes 
Concordia’s CFD Lab as “a Canadian 
hotbed of developments in this area.” 

For example, Ait-Ali has designed 
software that could lead to better 
designs of a hypersonic vehicle, such 
as a space shuttle. Hypersonic, he 
explained, means almost unimagin- 
ably fast. “Commercial airplanes fly 
at a speed of about Mach 0.8,” he 
said, “but hypersonic speeds are 
higher than Mach 7, and lead to new 
phenomena, such as chemical dis- 
sociation and vibrational excitation 
of molecules in air.” 

Ait-Ali earned his BEng equivalency 
in Mechanical Engineering at the 
Ecole Polytechnique d’Alger. Upon 
graduating with “great distinction” 
and ranking second in a nationwide 
academic competition, he was 
awarded a fellowship from the 
Ministére d’Enseignement Supérieur 
d’ Algérie to pursue graduate studies 
abroad. 


Doctoral thesis in computational fluid dynamics is on cutting edge of aerodynamics 


The fellowship brought him to 
Montreal to study at Ecole 
Polytechnique, where he won 
another fellowship from CRIM, the 
Centre de Recherche Informatique 
de Montréal. He came to Concordia 
after being awarded his Master’s 
degree in Applied Sciences at the 
Polytechnique. 

It has been over a year since 
Ait-Ali defended his doctoral thesis, 
whose title was “‘A Finite Element 
Segregated Method for Thermo- 
Chemical Equilibrium and 
Nonequilibrium Hypersonic Flows 
Using Adapted Grids.” 

Habashi, who is the Director of 
the CED Lab, praised Ait-Ali's work 
on mesh adaptation. “It has paved 


Dance grad returns for the Festival 


Noam Gagnon (left),a graduate of Concordia’s Contemporary Dance program, 
visited from the West Coast to perform in the Festival International de la 


Nouvelle Danse in Montreal last fall. 


Shortly after graduation, the dancer-choreographer went to Vancouver 
to start a group with colleague Dana Gingras called The Holy Body Tattoo. 

While in Montreal, Gagnon and Gingras gave 30 students, about half of 
those registered in the program, an intensive open workshop. 

The group presented its most recent work, Our Brief Eternity, at the 
dance festival. It’s a work that sends the audience reeling into stimulus 
overload, with pulsating music, a flashing background video screen and 


high-velocity dancers. ( 


Djaffar Ait-Ali-Yahia wins Gold Medal 


Djaffar Ait-Ali-Yahia, who received his PhD last year under the supervision of 
Wagdi Habashi, contemplates a model airplane. His field of computational 
fluid dynamics contributes to better design and maintenance of airplane 
wings, among other applications. 


the way to a product that will soon 
be commercialized by the largest 
mesh-generation vendor in the 
aerospace field, ICEM Engineering, 
of Berkeley, California,” he said. 
Stanford University’s Professor 
Robert MacCormack, a world author- 
ity on CFD and hypersonics, describ- 
ed Ait-Ali’s thesis as presenting 
“original engineering contributions 
that significantly advance the state of 
the art for the numerical simulation 
of complicated phenomena.” 
During his time with Habashi as 
a research associate, Ait-Ali was a 
co-applicant on grants worth more 
than $700,000. The largest grant 
was from the Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council of 
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Canada, for a 16 CPUs parallel 
computer dubbed “The Numerical 
Wind Tunnel.” The other contract 
was from CAE Electronics, for 3-D 
numerical simulation of ship air- 
wake, to be used on a Merlin CDS 
flight simulator for the landing of 
helicopters on Navy ships. 

Ait-Ali is now at Pratt & Whitney, 
where he works on turbomachinery 
aero-acoustics, among other things, 
using knowledge acquired in his 
PhD thesis and complementing 
breakthroughs in sound simulation 
made at the CED Lab. 

Since he was granted his PhD 
last year, the Gold Medal winner 
and his wife have become the 
proud parents of a baby girl. 


Capital Campaign is launched in an optimistic mood 


Millions pledged for new projects, student aid, renovation 


by Barbara Black 
resh Ideas, The Campaign 
for a New Millennium, was 
launched with panache in 
October at the Concordia Concert 
Hall. 

Live jazz and an upbeat multime- 
dia presentation accompanied the 
warm, often inspiring speeches of 
seven major donors to the University, 
who, together with representatives 
of the internal community, pledged 
nearly $20 million to the Capital 
Campaign. 

Students took a leading role in 
the launch, giving a presentation of 
the history of Concordia and its 
parent institutions, and introduced 
the Chair of the Campaign, Ronald 
Corey, and the rest of the Capital 
Campaign team. 

But the climax of the noontime 
event was the announcement of the 
grand total of funds pledged until 
then, $33.4 million. The total has 
now surpassed $41 million. The 
Campaign, which is expected to 
continue until May 1999, has a 
minimum goal of $55 million. The 
internal phase, which took place 
last year, raised $9.8 million from 
faculty, staff and students. 

The Campaign expects to raise 
$15 million for student aid endow- 
ments. Half of the full-time students 
at Concordia require financial sup- 
port to meet their most basic needs. 
Concordia can give some bursaries 
of up to $500, but only a fraction 
of deserving students can be helped. 
Over the long term, the University 


Department. 


Scholarship Endowment Fund must 
be increased to $20 million. The 
initial Campaign goal is to raise $5 
million. 


Major donors 

Richard J. Renaud, an alumnus, 
former university teacher, governor 
and tireless volunteer fundraiser for 
the University, said, “With a variety 
of flexible study programs, we make 
it possible for students to attend 
university who could not otherwise 
have done so. It is my vision, and 
one that is shared by my fellow 
university governors, that no quali- 
fied student should be denied an 
education because of an inability to 
pay the fees.” 

To set an example, Renaud and 
his wife, Carolyn, announced a 
contribution of $2 million to an 
endowment for the creation of 100 
non-academic bursaries for students. 

Chancellor Eric Molson, who is an 
Honorary Patron of the Campaign, 
announced that the Molson Found- 
ation will undertake the full funding, 
$3.5 million, of the retrofitting and 
renovation of the building housing 
the Faculty of Commerce and 
Administration. 

The Faculty is already one of the 
best business schools in Canada, but 
it is in desperate need of better facil- 
ities for research, and for teaching 
a steadily increasing number of 
students. 

The Campaign will also raise 
$11,700,000 for research and teach- 
ing technology. Francesco Bellini, 
chair and CEO of BioChem Pharma, 
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The 


who is an alumnus and a governor 
of the University, announced in a 
pre-recorded address that with a 
donation of $1.1 million, he and 
BioChem Pharma will help to create 
a bioinformatics/biotechnology lab- 
oratory for biology, biochemists 
and computer scientists to do 
genome sequencing research. 

And Mel Hoppenheim, president 
of Cité du Cinéma, pledged $1 million 
towards the reconfiguration of the 
Cinema Department into a School of 
Cinema. 

Hoppenheim, whose name the 
School will carry, is a member of 
the Cinema Department's advisory 
board. He paid tribute to the unit’s 
international reputation as one of 
the finest film schools in Canada. 

“Whatever the medium — short 
films, independent features, indus- 
trial films, animated work — 
graduates of this acclaimed depart- 
ment have become synonymous 
with superior filmmaking,” he said. 

“What is surprising is that this 
prodigious output of extraordinary 
work grows out of a department 
that is constrained by meagre 
space, inappropriate physical 
resources, and outdated equipment.” 


More donors 

L.-Jacques Ménard, chair of Hydro- 
Québec, said the utility will give 
$500,000 towards an “integrated 
intelligent research building,” a 
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Balloons descended to the stage as the 
public launch of the Capital Campaign 
drew to a close. The tally of donations 
is seen at the top of the screen. 


living laboratory for the most 
efficient and safest elements of 
building design and construction. 

The integrated intelligent 
research building will provide 
space for the Engineering and 
Computer Science Faculty and 
house the School for Building. 

Roy Firth, then an executive 
vice-president at the Laurentian 
Bank, made a pledge of $150,000 
towards the National Diploma 
Program in Community Economic 
Development. 

In a surprise last-minute addi- 
tion to the program, the Bank of 
Montreal's Gilles Jarry joined his 
friend L.-Jacques Ménard onstage. 
Speaking for bank president and 
honorary patron Matthew Barrett, 
Jarry pledged $550,000 for 
scholarships. 

The libraries also will benefit 
from the Campaign. “To ensure 
that its library collections keep 
pace, Concordia is establishing an 
endowment to finance acquisitions,” 
said Business Librarian Charlotte 
MacLaurin. The amount needed 
for this project is $2 million. 

The last capital campaign, 
held between 1983 and 1988, 
enabled the University to build the 
R. Howard Webster Library in the 
J.W. McConnell Building downtown 
and to undertake major renovations 
at the Georges P. Vanier Library on 
the Loyola Campus. 
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